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Legal Reasoning   

Legal Passages 

 Directions for questions 1 to 4: Read the following passage and answer the questions. 

The frequency with which journalists have been arrested since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 

is quite disturbing. The reasons given by the police across India for arresting reporters and editors of 

news portals indicate that special provisions enacted to prevent the spread of rumour during disasters 

are being used to suppress reporting on political developments and possible governmental corruption. 

The most egregious case involves a criminal provision that governments invariably fall back upon to 

suppress dissent. The arrest of Dhaval Patel, editor of a news portal in Gujarat, on the serious charge 

of sedition, is a shocking instance of misuse of criminal laws to intimidate journalists. The case 

concerned an article speculating that State Chief Minister Vijay Rupani may be replaced by the BJP for 

his alleged inept handling of efforts to combat the pandemic. The report had even named a possible 

successor. It is befuddling how such a report could amount to sedition, regardless of whether the 

speculation is true. Oftentimes, the source of such speculation is a disgruntled section of the ruling 

party itself, and it is excessive to punish reportage with inadequate verification with arrest and 

prosecution for sedition. Mr. Patel has also been charged under Section 54 of the Disaster Management 

Act for allegedly spreading panic through a false alarm concerning a disaster. 

The Editors Guild of India has seen a “growing pattern” in the misuse of criminal laws to intimidate 

journalists. The concern is not misplaced. In the Andamans, a reporter was arrested for a social media 

post claiming people who had contacted a COVID-19 positive patient over phone were also being 

quarantined. In Coimbatore, police arrested a news portal founder following a report on alleged 

corruption in food distribution as part of the local administration’s efforts to handle the fallout of the 

pandemic. In Delhi, a reporter was summoned in response to a report that claimed that an audio clip 

purportedly containing a speech by the head of the Tablighi Jamaat was doctored. While asking a 

journalist to join the investigation may not by itself be illegal, the police should not use the power of 

summons to intimidate reporters or extract details of the source. There ought to be greater restraint 

while invoking special provisions relating to handling disasters and epidemics. Section 54 only 

penalises the spreading of panic relating to the severity or magnitude of a disaster — claiming falsely, 

for instance, that a dam had breached — and does not extend to mere incorrect reporting. In normal 

circumstances, the authorities ought to be content with getting their version or response to be carried 

by the news outlets concerned, and not seek to use the pandemic as an excuse to curb inconvenient 

reporting 

1. What is the author asking the police to do through this passage? 

a. Stop arresting journalist 

b. Stop spreading fake news 

c. stop intimidating journalist mis-using criminal law 

d. journalist create panic in the society with their news 
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2. What does the phrase ‘growing pattern’ in this passage mean? 

a. journalists are working relentlessly to cover the news 

b. the journalists are targeted constantly for their work 

c. the police are mis-using their power 

d. None of these 

3. What statement about S.54 of the Disaster Management Act mentioned in this passage is correct? 

a. it is not applicable to incorrect reporting 

b. it is not applicable to spreading of panic on the magnitude of the disaster 

c. both a & b 

d. none of the above 

4. What is the most suitable title for the passage? 

a. Problems with Journalism 

b. Misuse of Law 

c. Journalist: 4th Pillar of Democracy 

d. Faking danger: on fighting fake news 

Directions for questions 5 to 8: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

The Supreme Court order on Monday declining pleas for restoration of 4G internet services in Jammu 

and Kashmir is disturbing for several reasons. The continued denial of such services in the lockdown 

constitutes a special injustice to a people deprived of fundamental freedoms since the Centre’s August 

5 2019 decision to abrogate Article 370 — the present 2G service is not enough for children to access 

online classes, or for patients to consult doctors, or for businesses dependent on online transactions. 

But the SC order is also troubling because it appears to be part of a broader pattern of delay and 

evasion, and passing the buck, in cases that touch upon fundamental rights and crucial policy issues — 

in ways that amount, effectively, to giving the political executive the benefit of the doubt. Monday’s 

order, for instance, does not just contain no-questions-asked references to “national security” and 

“compelling circumstances of cross-border terrorism”, it also cedes the court’s own powers of judicial 

review to a special committee headed by the Union Home Secretary, which will examine the 

contentions of the petitioners as well as the “appropriateness of the alternatives” suggested by them. 

In other words, the apex court has held that another body, consisting of secretaries of the very 

departments whose orders are in question, should adjudicate on the validity of the restrictions on 

people’s freedoms imposed by them. 

There is no doubt that in J&K, imperatives of national security need to be factored in, a delicate 

balance must be struck. But the process of doing so must be both judicious and judicial. More 

generally, while executive assessments are a crucial input, they cannot be the only, or unquestioningly, 

the last word, in cases that involve constitutional principle and law. By throwing the ball on internet 

access back to a government-led committee, and by its delay in taking up cases of habeas corpus in 
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Kashmir, the court has given the executive a free pass, instead of acting as a check and balance on 

executive power. 

The apex court is the custodian of fundamental liberties and the fiercely independent upholder of the 

letter and spirit of the Constitution. That it should be seen to display a lack of urgency on important 

cases where the executive needs to do the explaining is disappointing and dispiriting 

5. The author denoted ‘Internet Services’ as? 

a. Legal Right 

b. Constitutional Right 

c. Fundamental Right 

d. Natural Right 

6. Which among the following is not attainable with the current 2G services in the region? 

a. online transactions 

b. medical assistance 

c. educational services 

d. all of the above 

7. The author has used the term ‘Custodian of fundamental liberties’ which means? 

a. the apex court is a independent body 

b. the Constitution guarantees you the Fundamental Liberties 

c. the apex court is not a guardian 

d. the apex court protects the fundamental liberties 

8. According to the passage, in cases involving ‘Constitutional Law & Principles’ the courts should not: 

a. be dependent upon legislative approach 

b. considers executive report as the last resort 

c. delegate to some committee 

d. none of the above. 

Directions for questions 9 to 12: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

There is a significant link between moral emotions and offending behaviour in young people. Moral 

emotions are learnt – and more attention needs to be given to the teaching of morals in childhood to 

address this link between morality and crime. 

My research has proved that young people are more likely to carry out violent acts if they have weak 

empathy, shame and guilt, and if they do not feel violence is wrong. On the surface, this may seem 

obvious, but the research provides a new, evidence-based clarity about the decisions that lead to 

crime. It was previously thought that other personal factors – such as lack of self-control or social 
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disadvantage – or external factors like the opportunity to commit crime were at the root of why crime 

occurs. 

Having poor morals doesn’t mean that a young person is inherently bad. Morality is learnt in childhood. 

It is the people that we spend time with that teach us morals. It follows that if someone’s moral 

development is insufficient, they shouldn’t be immediately labelled as “bad” but that they have had 

inadequate or misguided teaching from the important people in their life. 

Moral development programmes should be developed and taught to children to reduce the likelihood of 

them growing up to believe that criminal behaviour could be seen as morally acceptable. Moral 

education should be considered to be as crucial as nutrition, health, and formal education for our future 

generations to thrive. 

Moral emotions 

I carried out in-depth interviews with 50 young and prolific violent offenders, looking at the role of 

moral emotions in the decision to commit violence. I asked them about their most recent act of 

violence. In some cases, this had occurred the day before the interview itself. 

My findings provided evidence that empathy, shame and guilt were lacking. For example, when asked 

“did you feel ashamed or guilty when others found out?” one person responded that “there’s not much 

guilt involved in the whole situation to be honest”. 

My findings are backed up by the results of a ground-breaking study carried out at the University of 

Cambridge. I worked with the study team for eight years and led the research team during some of the 

interview phases. 

The Peterborough Adolescent and Young Adult Development study (PADS+) tracked the lives of a 

large, representative sample of young people for ten years, a unique and thorough approach to 

discovering how and why we behave in certain ways. 

Around 4% of the study sample – roughly only 35 young people – were responsible for almost half of 

all total crimes reported by approximately 700 people across a ten-year period from the age of 12 until 

they reached 22. 

This small handful of individuals reported weak moral emotions: empathy, shame and guilt. We found 

that the individuals who reported the weakest moral emotions admitted to involvement in, on average, 

71 crimes. By contrast, those reporting the strongest sense of moral emotion only admitted 

involvement in one crime 

9. According to the passage, who teaches us morals? 

a. Teachers in school 

b. Parents at home  

C. People around us 

d. One’s own self. 

10. What is the reason that the author claims for young people indulging in criminal acts in the 

passage? 
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a. Lack of qualitative Education 

b. Lack of poor parental control 

c. Lack of compassion 

d. Lack of self determination 

11. The Peterborough Adolescent and Young Adult Development conducted their study in what regard? 

a. to verify the criminal pattern among the youngsters 

b. to inculcate more values in the childhood 

c. to look for alternative behavioral approach 

d. to check and verify the behavior of youngsters in some situations 

12. The passage clearly indicates the importance of? 

a. Moral Emotions 

b. Peer Influence 

c. Criminal Intent  

d. None of the above 

Directions for questions 13 to 16: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

After slinking in by the dead of night as Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Devendra Fadnavis quit three 

days later on Tuesday, unable to withstand the test by the light of day. He claimed the moral high 

ground as he resigned ahead of imminent ouster in a floor test in the State Assembly. The BJP’s brazen 

usurpation of power left a trail of vandalised norms and precedents, and will continue to rankle, but the 

fact that it was not allowed to stand is a tribute to India’s constitutional order, despite its inadequacies. 

The Supreme Court acted with the deserving urgency, to “protect democratic values” as it said. It laid 

down the rules and timelines; ring-fenced the floor test and pre-empted manipulation. It observed that 

when “there is a possibility of horse trading, it becomes incumbent upon the Court to act”. There is no 

grace in Mr. Fadnavis’s exit; only relief that the nation has been spared more ugly spectacles. The Shiv 

Sena-Nationalist Congress Party-Congress alliance will now test its majority after forming the 

government. NCP leader Ajit Pawar’s dramatic return to the fold after a scandalous short-lived 

dalliance with the BJP probably will never be satisfactorily explained. 

The top court’s order is interim and substantive questions thrown up by the series of events leading up 

to the swearing-in of Mr. Fadnavis will be adjudicated later. The tactics the BJP employed to seize 

power in the State were breath-taking in their insolence, though not entirely unprecedented. The 

Governor used his discretion in a blatantly partisan manner to foist a government based on dubious 

claims of numbers, while denying the opportunity to the coalition. The Centre, scripting and acting out 

the drama, rushed through the procedure to withdraw President’s rule — all done in a cloak-and-

dagger manner. The Governor is constitutionally authorised to appoint a Chief Minister. The assumed 

limits of this authority are being breached with alarming frequency and extent by partisan Governors, 

acting merely as tools in political schemes. Given this context, there is a need to define in clearer 

terms the boundaries of the Governor’s use of discretion in inviting a party to form a government. 
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President Ram Nath Kovind’s call for constitutional morality among all organs of the state and persons 

holding constitutional posts, during Constitution Day celebrations in Parliament on Tuesday, was 

appropriate. It was also ironic, as it followed the court’s order which called into question the propriety 

and intention of the Centre and the Governor. Constitutional morality was violated by those entrusted 

to guard it. The BJP’s nocturnal capture of power in Maharashtra was a dispiriting episode in Indian 

democracy. The court order and the subsequent resignation of Mr. Fadnavis offer hope that India’s 

constitutional order will force its caretakers to behave 

 

13. What does the word ‘dalliance’ in the passage indicate? 

a. that the NCP is playing games in this arrangement. 

b. the BJP is not ready to co operate 

c. The alliance between the NCP & the BJP is not working 

d. A third political party has sabotaged the relations between the two majority party 

14. What should be the implication of Mr. Fadnavis resignation according to the passage? 

a. The Constitutional Values are to be upheld 

b. The political parties should not be noctoral in an election 

c. The people in power should abide themselves and behave to protect the constitutional values 

d. None of the above 

15. What does the term ‘horse trading’ used in the passage mean? 

a. buy horses for the political race 

b. poaching of elected representatives 

c. negotiations for floor test 

d. Disqualify the membership of the representatives 

16. What is the President’s message on Constitutional Day mentioned in the passage? 

a. The parties should conduct fair elections 

b. Mr. Fadnavis should not resign 

c. The Court should take Sou Moto in such Cases 

d. The Legislative, Executive & Judiciary should uphold constitutional morality 

Directions for questions 17 to 20: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

The Uttar Pradesh government’s recent move to put up hoardings and banners with photographs and 

personal data of the citizens who had protested against the new citizenship law compromised their 

privacy and reeked of vindictiveness. It imperiled the safety of protesters, who have been vilified by 

top functionaries of the government as “anti-national”. Hence, it is reassuring that the Allahabad High 

Court took suo motu cognisance and called the government’s move illegal. The government has 
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decided to challenge the order of the two-member bench of the HC, led by Chief Justice Govind 

Mathur, in the Supreme Court. The insistence of the Adityanath administration in persisting with its 

unlawful move underlines its intolerance of protest and dissent. 

The new citizenship act (CAA) has been contested by large sections of the citizenry on the legitimate 

ground that it discriminates against the Muslim minority. Protests have been organised across the 

country against the CAA and the proposed National Register of Citizens. Many non-BJP governments 

have responded positively to these mostly peaceful mobilisations, which invoke the Indian Constitution 

and feature the national flag and anthem. In contrast, the UP government has been visibly and 

viciously hostile to the anti-CAA protests. The state saw large-scale violence last December and a 

brutal police crackdown — in which at least 18 people died — and hundreds of people were arrested on 

charges ranging from inciting violence and arson to sedition. Many were released on bail since the 

police could not produce the evidence in court to corroborate its claims. The administration has been 

indiscriminately issuing notices to persons suspected of vandalism during the anti-CAA protests and 

seeking compensation for the loss of public property. It is in this toxic environment that the 

government has sought to publicly name and shame the dissenters — among the 50-plus persons 

highlighted in hoardings are retired IPS officer S R Darapuri, civil rights activist Mohammed Shoaib, 

and theatre personality Deepak Kabir. 

In a state that has witnessed public lynchings and where the police is accused of violating due process 

by encounters, the government’s act of branding people in this manner is fraught with danger. As the 

Allahabad HC said, the measure “reflects colourable exercise of powers by the Executive”, “is nothing 

but an unwarranted interference in privacy of people”, and, hence, “in violation of Article 21 of the 

Constitution”. The government must listen to the HC’s censure and retrace its steps 

 

17. According to the passage, ‘putting up hoardings and banners with photographs of the citizens who 

had protested against the new citizenship law’ results in? 

a. reckless behaviour of the state 

b. bold move from the supporters of the CAA 

c. violates the basic rights of the people 

d. Sets an example for people protesting against the government 

18. What has been the UP governments role in terms of the CAA? 

a. Participate wholeheartedly with the other sections of the society in the protest. 

b. Ask for a judicial review with the Supreme Court of India 

c. Ask for a separate probe with the Union Government of India 

d. Take every possible steps to dis courage the protest against the CAA 

19. A large section of the society protested against the CAA because? 

a. the act is discriminatory against the muslim minority 

b. The Act violates the basic structure of the Constitution 
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c. both a&b 

d. None of the above 

20. The phrase “reflects colourable exercise of powers by the Executive” means? 

a. the State government is not following the due procedure 

b. The Union is Corroborating with the State Government 

c it simply violates the privacy of the people 

d. The State has all the right to brand the people ‘anti-national’ 
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