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Legal Reasoning   

Practice Questions 

 Directions for questions 1 to 5: Read the following passage and answer the questions. 

There has been much development recently with respect to the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. With an objective of stopping the rampant sexual abuse of children, the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in the Rajya 

Sabha in July, and later passed by both Houses of Parliament. It is all set to become the ‘law of the 

land’. The present bill is welcome in certain respects as it specifically defines what ‘child pornography’ 

is; 'using a child for pornographic purposes’ and for ‘possessing or storing pornography involving a 

child’ is punishable. It has also widened the ambit of ‘Aggravated sexual assault’. 

The Supreme Court has recently taken cognizance of the sexual abuse of children, directing its registry 

to file a case as writ petition with cause title “In-re Alarming Rise in The Number of Reported Child 

Rape Incidents”. The court has also observed that it intends having a ‘zero tolerance policy’ toward 

child rape. As data on sexual crimes against children collected by the court show, 24,212 FIRs were 

filed across India from January to June this year. According to National Crime Records Bureau data of 

2016, the conviction rate in POCSO cases is 29.6% while pendency is as high as 89%. The prescribed 

time period of two months for trial in such cases is hardly complied with. 

The court has also taken note of the delay in trials, in turn directing the Central Government to set up 

special courts within 60 days of the order in each district having more than 100 pending cases under 

the Act. It is to be seen how long it takes to comply with the order. The Criminal Law (Amendment) 

Act, 2018 introduced the death penalty for rape of girls below the age of 12. At the same time, the 

POCSO Act, under Section 42, provides that where the same act constitutes an offence under the said 

Act and any other law, then the offender will be punished under the Act or such law, whichever 

provides for greater punishment. This has created an issue as the effect of such an amendment was 

death penalty for rape of minor girls but not for assault against minor boys. 

The proposed Bill does away with such a discrepancy. It is gender neutral and provides for the death 

penalty for “aggravated penetrative sexual assault of a child”, thus bringing both these pieces of 

legislation on a par with each other in this respect. With these amendments and with the Supreme 

Court considering child abuse “intolerable”, there seems to be reasonable hope now that vulnerable 

children could be safer. The Bill is a step forward in preventing child abuse but the consequences of 

providing for the death penalty need to be closely observed. 

1. As per the passage, is child pornography specifically defined under POCSO Act, 2012? 

a) Yes, POCSO Act, 2012 specifically covers “child pornography” 

b) No 

c) Not reflected in the passage 

d) India has zero tolerance towards “Child Pornography”, hence Yes. 

LA 
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2. Which statement shows that the Supreme Court is active in tackling the problems concerned with 

child rape and sexual assault? 

a) Directing the Central Government to set up special courts within 60 days of the order in each 

district having more than 100 pending cases under the Act 

b) The criminal law amendment act, 2018 introduced the death penalty for rape of girls below the 

age of 12 

c) Data on sexual crimes against children collected by the court show, 24,212 FIRs were filed 

across India from January to June this year. 

d) All of the above. 

3. Suppose there is a case of aggravated sexual assault with a boy child of age 6. As per criminal law 

amendment act, 2018, will there be death penalty to offender in this particular case? (At present 

situation) 

a) yes, aggravated sexual assault is a major form of rape 

b) no, there is no law at present 

c) yes, if the POCSO amendment bills passes and becomes the act 

d) both b) and c) 

4. Which factor is more of a concern with respect to sexual crimes against child in India? 

a) Conviction rate of 29.6% 

b) Pendency rate of 89% 

c) Zero tolerance policy 

d) None of the above 

5. More than an emphasis on the death sentence, there needs to be an overhaul of the criminal justice 

administration. Is the statement justified? 

a) Yes, because reducing pending cases is better than death sentence given after 10 yrs. of 

imprisonment 

b) Yes, the criminal justice administration is not serious about child crimes 

c) No, because the severe punishment like death penalty is more deterrent than 10 yrs. 

imprisonment 

d) No, because the criminals will find an escape route from trial. 

 

Directions for questions 6 to 10: Read the following passage and answer the questions. 

Ten years after U.S. Congress passed the Family Smoking Prevention Arid Tobacco Control Act, on 

August 15 this year, the Food and Drug Administration finally issued a proposed rule that pictorial 

warnings be carried on cigarette packages and advertisements. Once this is finalised, the FDA will be 
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able to specify the images to be used along with the written warning. The images arid text will occupy 

the top 50% of the front and the back panels of the packages. At present, cigarette packages in the 

U.S. carry only text warnings and only on one side. 

Stiff opposition from the tobacco industry on the ground that graphic images violate its First 

Amendment rights protecting free speech has been the main reason why the U.S has not been able to 

introduce them. 

By virtue of their small size and placement, text warnings largely remain invisible and fail to convey 

the harmful effects of smoking. On the other hand, gory pictures are very likely to be noticed, leave a 

lasting impression of the varied risks of smoking. They also convey the central message immediately 

and easily. 

Tobacco companies are well aware of the power of pictorial warnings in reducing tobacco consumption, 

urging users to quit smoking and preventing young adults from taking up smoking. It is for these 

reasons that the industry will pull out all the stops to prevent the introduction of graphic images in the 

U.S, one of the biggest markets in the world (1.4 million children between the ages of 12 and 17, and 

34 million adults currently smoke). 

A 2017 study based on modelling found that pictorial warnings could reduce the prevalence of smoking 

in the U.S by 5% by 2020 and up to 10% by 2065. Data from countries that introduced pictorial 

warnings show how powerful they can be in shaping public opinion and causing a sharp drop in tobacco 

consumption. For instance, in Canada, there was 12% relative reduction in smoking prevalence in just 

six years after graphic images were made mandatory on cigarette packages. Similarly, Australia, which 

introduced graphic images in 2006, witnessed more than a 10% drop in prevalence between 2004 and 

2008. The U.K. saw a 10% relative decline in 2009, just a year after image warnings were introduced. 

The biggest threat that pictorial warnings pose to tobacco companies is in reducing the appeal and 

consumption of tobacco. About 30% of young adults in 28 European countries and Canada reported 

that graphic images made them less likely to start smoking. 

 

6. Why the U.S.A. till now has not been able to implement the graphic images in cigarettes packages 

as per the passage? 

a) They do not want to convey the central message i.e. “tobacco causes cancer” to its citizen. 

b) They did it 10 years back but it resulted in losses & failures. 

c) Stiff opposition from the tobacco industry on the ground that graphic images violate its First. 

Amendment rights protecting free speech. 

d) They implemented graphic images which were earlier less than 50% size of pack. 

7. Who really wants the young adults of U.S.A should not quit smoking? 

a) FDA 

b) Tobacco companies 

c) U.S. Government 
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d) All of the above 

8. Do graphics images really affect the consumer’s brain regarding smoking? Which statement from 

the passage support this? 

a) “About 30% of young adults in 28 European countries and Canada reported that graphic images 

made them less likely to start smoking.” 

b) “A 2017 study based on modelling found that pictorial warnings could reduce the prevalence of 

smoking in the U.S by 5% by 2020 and up to 10% by 2065” 

c) “The U.K. saw a 10% relative decline in 2009, just a year after image warnings were 

introduced.” 

d) All of the above 

9. Suppose, this passage talks about India rather than U.S.A. In this scenario, which article in the 

constitution of the India best represents the right of tobacco companies in protesting against 

graphic images? 

a) Article 14 — fundamental right to equality 

b) Article 21 — fundamental right to life and personal liberty 

c) Article 19(g) — fundamental right to freedom to practice any profession or to carry out any 

occupation, trade or business 

d) Article 47 — duty of the state to raise the level of nutrition & standards of living &to improve 

public health 

10. Best suited title for the passage, according to the author can be- 

a) Tobacco — pros and cons 

b) Role of graphic images 

c) Public health versus free speech 

d) U.S.A. — A county of million young smokers 

 

Directions for questions 11 to 13: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

Any move to increase the strength of the judiciary ought to be welcomed, given the perennial 

complaint that availability of judges is not increasing in proportion to the institution of cases. In this 

perspective, the Union Cabinet’s decision to raise the strength of the Supreme Court from 31 to 34, 

including the Chief Justice of India, will help in dealing with the large pendency — 59,331 cases on July 

11. The law that fixes the number of judges in the highest court was last amended in 2009 to raise the 

figure from 26 to 31. Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi had written to the Prime Minister recently, highlighting 

the problem of paucity of judges, due to which he was unable to constitute enough Constitution 

Benches to decide important questions of law. However, a moot question is whether the highest court 

should go into the correctness of every decision of every high court. Are the judicial resources available 

being used optimally? Is valuable time being taken up by mundane matters that do not impinge on 
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larger questions that involve interpretation of laws and constitutional provisions? For instance, routine 

bail matters land up in the Supreme Court within days of persons being arrested. Every major crime or 

disaster seems to invite a litigant, ostensibly in public interest, who mentions the matter before the 

Chief Justice for urgent hearing. The court is being invited to even oversee flood relief work. 

All other questions involving a final decision on routine matters, especially civil cases that involve 

nothing more than the interests of the parties before it, ought to be considered by a mechanism that 

will not detract from the court’s primary role. Some countries have brought in a clear division at the 

level of the apex judiciary by having separate constitutional courts, which limit themselves to deciding 

questions of constitutional importance. It may be worthwhile considering the 229th Report of the Law 

Commission, suggesting a new system under which there will be one Constitution Bench in Delhi, and 

four ‘Cassation Benches’ for different regions of the country. These will be final appellate courts for 

routine litigation. This arrangement may also increase access to justice to those living in far-flung 

areas of the country and who may otherwise have to come to Delhi and spend more time and money in 

pursuing appeals. It may also cut down on the time taken for disposal of cases. 

 

11. Which kind of work should the Supreme Court consider over others? 

a) Correctness of the decision of High court as first priority work 

b) Interpretation of law and constitutional provisions as first priority work 

c) Routine bail matters, major criminal matters and disaster related works as first priority work 

d) Civil cases involving interest of parties as first priority work 

12. What do you understand by “cassation benches” mentioned in the passage? 

a) These benches constitute high court judges to dispose off the judicial matter. 

b) Every case will go to Supreme Court via these cassation benches only. 

c) It is a successful model in other countries where extra judges are deployed by the judiciary and 

will be placed there. These are nothing but benches representing Supreme Court of India and will 

be placed outside Delhi arid act in a similar way as the Supreme Court of India 

13. Suppose the strength of Supreme Court becomes 34 from current 31. The according to the views of 

author in the passage, will it be sufficient to cope up with the problem of pendency of cases? 

a) Yes, it is the only way out. 

b) Yes, but that should include other factors like introducing cassation 

c) No, there is no need for 34 judges. 

d) No, our judiciary is very efficient to manage cases at the current situation 

Directions for questions 14 to 17: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

The Supreme Court has rightly agreed to hear together multiple public interest litigations pending in 

the Madras, Bombay and Madhya Pradesh   high courts, calling for the linking of Aadhaar with social 

media accounts. There can be no room for conflicting rulings in a matter with international 
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implications, which could inspire litigation or influence attitudes in other nations. Privacy is at stake 

here, and the Supreme Court is its most appropriate guardian, having clarified it and defined it as a 

“guaranteed fundamental right” in 2017.  In its deliberations, the Court will no doubt be guided by that 

landmark judgement, which was celebrated, among others, by the Electronic Frontier Foundation, the 

pioneering digital civil liberties group. 

As it stands now, the court is expected to strike a balance between the imperatives of privacy and 

security. Obviously, this is an impossible choice, since the right to privacy is fundamental and cannot 

be reduced under normal circumstances. By way of a para11e1, the right to life is absolute until a 

death sentence is pronounced, and the right to liberty can be conditional only in a state of unrest or 

emergency. Logically, therefore, the question of striking a balance with an absolute right cannot arise 

under normal circumstances. It also involves a question of scale. Why is Aadhaar indispensable? 

Wouldn’t the phone numbers associated with social media accounts suffice? They identify owners with 

complete accuracy, since sim cards are issued against identity documents. While the data security of 

Aadhaar remains so contested that it is not mandatory even for banking purposes, insistence on 

Aadhaar would simply invite more lawsuits. 

Death threats, criminal intimidation, smearing and stalking are commonplace in social media, arid the 

dark satanic mills of rumour and fake news have the capacity to spark violence arid conflict. But a 

technical solution would be as effective as legal remedy, without trespassing upon privacy. For 

instance, artificial intelligence can identify dubious content by textual analysis and flag it like spam or 

malware. And this week, Twitter proactively swept away Chinese accounts spreading disinformation 

about the Hong Kong protests. The Supreme Court has been admired for standing up for privacy. Now, 

it should mandate a technical solution, because it cannot possibly consider encroaching upon the very 

value that it upheld and protected. 

 

14. As per the passage, privacy is a — 

a) Fundamental right 

b) Legal right 

c) Constitutional right 

d) Absolute right 

15. What would be the consequences if the High court of Bombay, Madras, and Madhya Pradesh give 

different ruling in the case of linking Aadhar with sim? 

a) International implication would arise 

b) Privacy would be at stake 

c) Court would be filled with litigation 

d) All of the above 

16. Is linking aadhar to bank a/c is mandatory as per the passage? 

a) Yes 
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b) No 

c) Only for NRIs 

d) Can’t say 

17. The author in the passage is emphasising on- 

a) Technical solution 

b) Legal solution 

c) Author is silent on the solution fact 

d) None of the above 

Directions for questions 18 to 17: Read the following passage and answer the questions 

On Saturday, the final list of Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC) excluded names of over 19 

lakh applicants. A total of 3.30 crore applicants had applied to be included in the NRC. This not 

necessarily means that the 19 lakhs are illegal migrants. They still have the option of appealing. They 

can approach, within a deadline, a Foreigners Tribunal with a certified copy of the rejection order from 

the NRC, along with the grounds for appeal. In addition to the 100 existing Foreigners Tribunals, 200 

more will be functional soon, state government officials said. If the applicant loses their case before 

such a Tribunal, he or she can appeal in the High Court, and then the Supreme Court if necessary. 

Someone who is not only excluded from the final NRC but also loses his or her case in a Foreigners 

Tribunal, however, faces possible arrest, and the prospect of being sent to a detention centre. 

They will need to prove that they or their ancestors were citizens on or before March 24, 1971. This is 

the cutoff date in the Assam Accord of 1985, agreed upon by the Centre, the state and the All Assam 

Students’ Union, at the end of a six-year movement against migration from Bangladesh. 

Surviving citizens from the 1951 NRC are automatically eligible for inclusion in the updated version. So 

are descendants of the survivors and of the deceased — provided that they can prove their lineage. 

Linkage to the 1951 NRC is, however, not compulsory. Going by the cut-off under the Assam Accord, 

anyone who figured in electoral rolls up to March 24, 1971, or who are descendants of such citizens, 

are eligible for inclusion in the updated NRC. Various other documents are admissible — such as birth 

certificates and land records — as long as these were issued before the cut-off date. 

Since the NRC includes only those who could establish their linkage to March 24, 1971 or earlier, it 

would suggest that the excluded 19 lakh submitted papers that were not enough to establish this 

linkage. Those who were rejected on the basis of submitted papers will face an additional concern, for 

they could face rejection again if they submit the same papers a second time. They face the task of 

finding documents other than those that were rejected 

18. As per the passage, 19 lakhs people are excluded in the Assam NRC, does this makes them illegal 

migrants automatically? If not, why? 

a) They still can approach a foreign tribunal 

b) They can approach for appeal in High court and Supreme court 

c) Both a) and b) 
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d) Yes, it makes them illegal migrants 

19. If a person X belonging to state of Assam is born on 1961 and later his Son Y is born on 1985.Is Y 

included in NRC or excluded? 

a) Included, provided he proves his lineage with X 

b) Excluded 

c) X is in but not Y 

d) Data inadequate 

20. If the person “A” of the state of Assam born on 1949 and his son “B” born on 1970 and B’s son “C” 

born on 1995. As per the passage, who is automatically included in the NRC? 

a) A is automatically included in the NRC 

b) A and B both are automatically included in the NRC 

c) A, B and C all are automatically included in the NRC 

d) Only C is automatically included in the NRC 

21. Three persons, M was figured in electoral roll on March 24 1981. N was having a birth certificate of 

July 10, 1968. O was having his property papers registered on June l5, 1970. In Assam which of 

the three can be updated as a citizen and include in NRC of Assam? 

a) M only 

b) N and O only 

c) All M, N and O 

d) None of the above 

22. Is the cut-off date “march 24, 1971” arbitrary, as per the sole wish of the government? 

a) Yes, it is arbitrary in nature 

b) No, it was decided as per Assam Accord of 1985, agreed by centre, state and the All Assam 

Students’ Union, at the end of a six-year movement against migration from Bangladesh 

c) Yes, it is a random date chosen by the government to deal with illegal migrants 

d) Both a) and c) 
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